Analysis of ecdysteroids in Onchocerca gibsoni, O. volvulus and nodule tissues.
Free ecdysteroids were detected in Onchocerca gibsoni, in tissues constituting O. volvulus and O. gibsoni nodules and in unrelated bovine tissues. Ecdysone and 20-hydroxyecdysone were identified by HPLC-RIA and GC/MS(SIM). The concentration of free ecdysteroids in the nodule tissue immediately surrounding the parasites was at least an order of magnitude higher than that detected in the worms themselves, or in adjacent nodular tissues or other bovine tissues.